




 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of 
Canadians, including 
those who identify 
themselves as 
Christians, read the 
Bible either seldom 
or never. 
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Our study found that it is 
important for people to believe 
that the Bible is the Word of 
God, that it is reliable and 
trustworthy, and that it has 
unique teachings. 
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Sources: God and Society in North America, 1996 and CBES, 2013. See Appendix for more information about these studies. 
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Sources: God and Society in North America, 1996 and CBES, 2013. See Appendix for more information about these studies. 
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Two-thirds of 
Canadians agree that 
the Scriptures of all 
major world religions 
teach essentially the 
same thing. 



Qualitative interviews 
reveal that people seek 
a principle behind the 
scripture text rather 
than what the texts 
themselves say. 

















 

Canadians with the most robust 
Bible engagement frequently 
participate in conversations  
about the Bible. 



Gordon and Lindsay describe their experiences of family devotions when they were children in 

these ways: 

Qualitative interviews reveal 
that family devotions are 
often non-participatory. 

Bible study groups provide the 
social frame for discussion, 
processing, sharing and prayer. 



Studying a Bible topic is not 
the same as studying the 
Bible. When people study the 
Bible directly they grow in 
their understanding of 
Scripture. 

When we're accountable to someone with 
our Bible reading practices it positively 
influences our Bible engagement. 















is a multi-phase study including 
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